Ministry of Agricultureand Forestry, Finland
NB: Unofficial trandation; legally binding texts are those in Finnish and
Swedish.

Food Act
(23/2006, amendments up to 352/2011 included)

Chapter 1 General provisions

Section 1 -Objectives
(1) The objectives of this Act are:
1) to ensure that food is safe and is handled sadslyell as to ensure the health-related
quality of food and that its quality in other resfseaccords with the food regulations;
2) to ensure that information given about food ishtfult sufficient and not misleading;
3) to protect the consumer from health hazards arahfiial losses caused by foods that
violate the food regulations;
4) to ensure the traceability of food;
5) to secure a high-quality system of food control] an
6) to help improve the operating conditions for foatsibness operators.

Section 2 -Scope of application

(1) This Act applies to food and the conditions in whicis handled and to food business
operators and food control at all stages in thegecton, processing and distribution of
food.

(2) The provisions on food laid down in this Act algiply, as appropriate, to materials and
articles intended to come into contact with food.

(3) Provisions on the control duties concerning ofékeernal quality, composition and
labelling of food are also laid down in the Actlomplementation of the Common
Agricultural Policy of the European Community (110894) and the Act on Implementing
the Common Fisheries Policy of the European Comtnhi39/1994) and in statutes
issued under them. In the control performed unitlesd acts, the provisions on control and
the powers of public authorities laid down in thése acts and the statutes issued under
them as well as the administrative coercive meadard down in this Act may be used.
When using administrative coercive measures urie®ct, an appeal against the decision
of a public authority is made as laid down in Clea® of this Act.

Section 3 -European Union legislation

(352/2011)

(1) This Act also applies to the implementation of fiblléowing European Union legal
instruments concerning food and food control, anstatutes issued under them, in so far as
their implementation is not governed by other ligisn:

1) Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 of the European Pa#ianand of the Council laying
down the general principles and requirements ol law, establishing the European
Food Safety Authority and laying down procedurematters of food safety (hereafter
the General Food Regulatign

2) Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Pasiatnand of the Council on
official controls performed to ensure the verifioatof compliance with feed and food
law, animal health and animal welfare rulasrgafter the Control Regulatijn



3) Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the European Pasiatnand of the Council on the
hygiene of foodstuffs (hereaftdre General Food Hygiene Regulatjpn

4) Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Pasgianand of the Council laying
down specific hygiene rules for food of animal ari¢hereaftethe Foodstuffs of
Animal Origin Hygiene Regulation

5) Regulation (EC) No 854/2004 of the European Pasgiatnand of the Council laying
down specific rules for the organisation of offla@antrols on products of animal
origin intended for human consumption (hereatfter Foodstuffs of Animal Origin
Control Regulatiol

6) Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Pasiat and of the Council on
genetically modified food and feed (hereattexr GMO Regulation

7) Regulation (EC) No 1830/2003 of the European Pasiat and of the Council
concerning the traceability and labelling of gecaty modified organisms and the
traceability of food and feed products producednfigenetically modified organisms
and amending Directive 2001/18/EC,;

8) Regulation (EC) No 258/97 of the European Parliaraed of the Council concerning
novel foods and novel food ingredients (heredafierNovel Foods Regulatijin

9) Council Regulation (EEC) No 315/93 laying down Couomity procedures for
contaminants in food;

10) Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 of the European Rasiat and of the Council on
materials and articles intended to come into canmtét food and repealing Directives
80/509/EEC and 89/109/EEC;

11) Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of the European Pasianand of the Council laying
down rules for the prevention, control and eradibcadf certain transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies (hereafiter TSE Regulation

12) Regulation (EC) No 2160/2003 of the European Rasiat and of the Council on the
control of salmonella and other specified food-lgoznonotic agents;

13) Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Pasinand of the Council on
maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on faad feed of plant and animal origin
and amending Council Directive 91/414/EEC;

14) Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 of the European Rasiat and of the Council on
nutrition and health claims made on foods (here#ite Claims Regulatign

15) Regulation (EC) No 1925/2006 of the European Rasiat and of the Council on the
addition of vitamins and minerals and of certainentsubstances to foods (hereaffter
Supplements Regulatipn

16) Regulation (EC) No 1333/2008 of the European Pasiat and of the Council on food
additives (hereaftahe Food Additives Regulatijin

17) Regulation (EC) No 1334/2008 of the European Rasiat and of the Council on
flavourings and certain food ingredients with flaviog properties for use in and on
foods and amending Council Regulation (EEC) No 18D1Regulations (EC) No
2232/96 and (EC) No 110/2008 and Directive 200@EC3(hereaftethe Flavourings
Regulation;

18) Regulation (EC) No 1332/2008 of the European Rasiat and of the Council on food
enzymes and amending Council Directive 83/417/BE@iincil Regulation (EC) No
1493/1999, Directive 2000/13/EC, Council DirectR@1/112/EC and Regulation
(EC) No 258/97 (hereaftéhe Enzymes Regulatipn

19) Regulation (EC) No 1331/2008 of the European Pasiat and of the Council
establishing a common authorisation proceduredod fadditives, food enzymes and
food flavourings (hereaftehe Authorisation Procedure Regulatjon



(2) When references are made in this Act to a legalungent of the European Union, this
means the legal instrument in question togethdr subsequent amendments to it.

(3) To the extent that Regulation (EC) No 1069/200¢hefEuropean Parliament and of the
Council laying down health rules as regards animygbroducts and derived products not
intended for human consumption and repealing RéguléEC) No 1774/2002 (Animal by-
products Regulation (hereafter the By-Products Reigun) concerns food premises under
this Act or operations conducted within them, tbenpetent control authorities are the
Finnish Food Safety Authority, the Regional Statemnistrative Agencies and the
municipal control authorities as laid down in thre\psions on their respective spheres of
competence in this Act.

(4) The competent authorities in the control of Commis&Kkegulation (EC) No 2065/2001
laying down detailed rules for the application afucil Regulation (EC) No 104/2000 as
regards informing consumers about fishery and agtuae products are the Finnish Food
Safety Authority, the Regional State AdministratAgencies and the municipal food
control authorities as laid down in the provisi@mstheir respective spheres of competence
in this Act.

(5) The provisions of this Act concerning the Europelaion or the Member States of the
European Union also apply to the European Econéwaa (EEA) and the states belonging
to it.

Section 4 -Limits to the scope
(1) This Act does not apply to:
1) primary production of a private household for itgnouse;
2) food preparation, handling or storage in a privedtesehold where the food is for the
household’s own use;
3) alcoholic beverages or alcoholic preparations ¢oetkient that there are provisions on
these in other legislation.
(2) Chapter 3 of this Act does not apply to operati@ifsrred to in section 13(6) or 22(4).
(352/2011)

Section 5 Relation to other legislation

(1) Provisions on requirements concerning the headtfustof persons who handle food are also
laid down in the Communicable Diseases Act (5836)9Brovisions on the quality of
drinking water and on the prevention of waterbatiseases are laid down in the Health
Protection Act (763/1994). Provisions on combaaingnal diseases and diseases that are
transmissible from animals to humans, with impact$ood safety, are also laid down in
the Animal Disease Act (55/1980). Provisions onithport requirements and import
control of foodstuffs of animal origin imported frocountries outside the European
Community are laid down in the Act on Veterinaryr®er Inspections (1192/1996).
Provisions on the criteria for assessing the ramhiatafety of food are laid down in the
Radiation Act (592/1991).

Section 6 -Definitions
(1) In this Act:

1) foodmeans food as defined in Article 2 of the GenEmald Regulation;

2) foodstuff of animal origimeans a product of animal origin as defined inexnh
paragraph 8.1 of the Foodstuffs of Animal Origingighe Regulation, excluding food
containing both products of plant origin and preeesproducts of animal origin as
referred to in Article 1(2) of the same Regulation;



3) wild gamemeans wild game as defined in Annex |, paragraplofithe Foodstuffs of
Animal Origin Hygiene Regulation, and seals;

4) food regulationsmean provisions of this Act or issued under it pralisions of the
European Community falling within the scope of tA;

5) food controlmeans general guidance and advice on food regutaéis well as the
control measures by means of which the competdhoaty is able to establish that
food, information about it, the procedures and @wmrs for handling it, and the
activities of the food business operator complyhwiite food regulations;

6) control authoritymeans the State and municipal authorities managegontrol duties
referred to in this Act;

7) external control bodyneans a natural person or a corporate body subj@civate or
public law, or an enterprise which, authorised lmpatrol authority, performs a
control-related expert, research or inspection teeglned by the control authority;

8) health hazardneans any biological, chemical or physical factociccumstance that
may endanger food safety;

9) first destinatiormeans food premises in Finland which are the tiirseceive
foodstuffs of animal origin supplied to Finlandfn@another Member State of the
European Union, and food premises which receiva famd from an intermediate
storage facility in the form of undivided importreagnments after storage of less than
48 hours;

10) consumemeans the final consumer as defined in Article83¢f the General Food
Regulation;

11) food business operatoneans a natural or legal person as defined irclar8(3) of the
General Food Regulation;

12) first destination operatomeans a natural or legal person importing or fodive
foodstuffs of animal origin to Finland from anotiidember State of the European
Union;

13) food production, processing or distribution stageans any stage from primary
production to the consumer as defined in Article63(of the General Food Regulation;

14) other conveyancmeans the conveyance of food at no charge in tine &6 aid, a gift
or a sample, or for testing or other similar pugos

15) own-checkmeans a food business operator’s own system Burigrg that food, places
of primary production and food premises, togethigh Whe operations conducted in
these places and premises, meet the requiremetrits #gem in the food regulations;

16) traceabilitymeans the ability to trace food or food ingredi@ntlefined in Article
3(15) of the General Food Regulation;

17) materials and articles intended to come into cohteith foodmean receptacles,
utensils , packaging materials and other mateaiadsarticles that, when used for their
intended purpose, come into contact with food,;

18) food premisesnean any building or premises or part thereoftbeooutdoor or indoor
space in which food meant for sale or conveyanpegpared, stored, transported,
marketed, served or otherwise handled, excludipigee of primary production;

18a)movable food premisesean movable or temporary premises referred Animex |l,
Chapter 11l of the General Food Hygiene Regulatsuth as a mobile kiosk, sales
vehicle, marquee or other mobile equipment; (113783);

19) repealed by 352/2011

20) retail salemeans retailing as defined in Article 3(7) of Beneral Food Regulation;

21) repealed by 352/2011

22) reindeer slaughterhouseeans a slaughterhouse in which reindeer arelsianagl, but
not a slaughterhouse referred to in section 23hithvreindeer are slaughtered only



occasionally; besides reindeer small numbers ahalsi belonging to other animal
species may also be slaughtered in reindeer slexghise; (352/2011)

23) slaughterhouseneans a slaughterhouse other than one referiagptvagraph 22
above; (352/2011)

24) primary productionmeans primary production as defined in Articled(af the
General Food Regulation;

25) primary production siteneans a farm, horticultural enterprise or othacelin which
primary production of food is practised;

26) private householdneans the household of a family or individual,

27) zoonosisneans any disease or infection that may transineittty or indirectly
between animals and humans under natural conditions

28) zoonotic agenmeans any virus, bacterium, fungus, parasitel@rdtiological
pathogen that can cause zoonosis; and

29) hygienemeans food hygiene as defined in Article 2 of@aneral Food Hygiene
Regulation.

Section 6a €onsideration of risks

1)

The type and extent of the activity practised lyy/fttod business operator as well as other
factors with impacts on food safety and consumetegtion associated with food must be
taken into account when implementing obligationd tlown in this Act and under it and in
controlling the compliance with them, unless othsenprovided in the law or under it.
(352/2011)

Chapter 2 -Requirements concer ning food, food producing animals, food premises and
places of primary production

Section 7 -General requirements concerning food

1)

(2)

Food must be fit for human consumption in termgso€hemical, physical, microbiological

and health-related quality and composition andrgbh@perties, and must not present any

hazard to human health or mislead the consumevidtsas on general requirements for

food safety are also laid down in Article 14 of tAeneral Food Regulation and in Article 4

of the General Food Hygiene Regulation. Provismmsequirements concerning the safety

of food imported into and exported from the EuraopEaion are laid down in Articles 11

and 12 of the General Food Regulation. Provisianeequirements concerning foodstuffs

of animal origin are also laid down in Article 3the Foodstuffs of Animal Origin Hygiene

Regulation.

Further provisions by Decree of the Ministry of Aagiture and Forestry are issued on

1) food composition, the microbiological quality ofofd and contaminants contained in
food,

2) external quality of vegetables;

3) food additives, flavourings, enzymes, nutrients pratessing aids;

4) materials and articles intended to come into camétt food, as well as on their use
and purity requirements.

(989/2007)

Subsections 3 and 4 repealed by 989/2007

Section 8 -Requirements concerning certain foods
(352/2011)



(1) Adding vitamins, minerals and other comparable &rz®s with a nutritional or
physiological effect to food is only permittedtifdoes not present a hazard to human health.
A food business operator who prepares a fooddtatffalls within the scope of the
Supplements Regulation or has such foodstuff pegpar imports such foodstuff shall
notify this to the Finnish Food Safety AuthorityurEher provisions on the notification and
other national arrangements required for the agptin of the Supplements Regulation are
issued by Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture gfarestry.

(2) A food business operator who prepares a food sapmpieor has a food supplement
prepared or imports a food supplement shall notify to the Finnish Food Safety
Authority. A notification is also required when tbemposition of the product changes as
regards its characteristic substances. Furtheligioms on the notification are issued by
Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

(3) The Novel Food Board operates in conjunction whih Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry as the competent food assessment bodyaete in Article 4(3) of the Novel
Foods Regulation. The Novel Food Board performsrthial assessments connected with
the placing on the market of novel foods referedhtArticle 6 of the Novel Foods
Regulation and evaluates the initial assessmendg imeother Member States of the
European Union. The members, deputy members, ahdivice chair of thdlovel Food
Board are designated by the Ministry of Agricultarel Forestry. Provisions on the
eligibility requirements and term of office of meetb of theNovel Food Board, the
organisation of the Board’s duties, the natioreikbn authority and other national
arrangements required under the Novel Foods Regulate issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

(4) Further provisions on the national arrangementsired under the GMO Regulation are
issued by Government Decree.

Section 9 -General requirements concerning information giveouat food

(1) In food packaging, presentation and advertisingin @ome other way in connection with
marketing:

1) information given about food must be truthful ahchust be sufficient in view of
section 1, paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 of this Act;

2) information given about food must not be misleading

3) food must not be presented as having propertiateceto prevention, treatment or
curing of human diseases or refer to such informnatinless otherwise provided
elsewhere in the law.

(2) Provisions on prohibiting the issue of misleadinfpimation are also laid down in Article
16 of the General Food Regulation.

(3) Further provisions on information given in food kaging, presentation and advertising, or
in some other way in connection with marketing,iaseled by Decree of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry. (989/2007)

(4) Further provisions on the content and distribubbmformation material concerning the
feeding of infants and young children required tgy fegislation of the European
Community are issued by Decree of the Ministry o€i8l Affairs and Health. (1137/2008)

Section 10 -General requirements concerning food premises dackeg of primary production

(1137/2008)

(1) Food premises and places of primary production ipestesigned, located, built, equipped,
maintained and managed and their operations mustgamised in such a way that the
safety of food produced, prepared, stored or handléhem is not endangered and the food,
food premises and places of primary productionmilse meet the requirements set under



this Act. Food premises and places of primary petida must not be used for
accommodation or any other purpose that could pteshealth hazard. Food premises and
places of primary production must have sufficientking space with regard to their
operations. Provisions on the structural and opmerak requirements for food premises and
places of primary production and on the qualityvater used in them are also laid down in
Article 4 of the General Food Hygiene Regulatiod anArticle 3 of the Foodstuffs of
Animal Origin Hygiene Regulation.

(2) Further provisions on the structural and operatioeguirements for places of primary
production and for food premises, on quality regunents for water used in places of
primary production and for manufacture and handtihfpod in food premises and on
hygiene requirements for the staff handling foothiem are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

(3) Further provisions on the sale or conveyance dof fmatdoors and at major public events
are issued by Decree of the Ministry of Agricultared Forestry.

Section 11 -Requirements concerning the handling, storing aaddportation of food
(352/2011)
(1) Food must be handled, stored and transported iayethat does not endanger the high
hygiene standard of food.
(2) Further provisions are issued by Decree of Agnizeliand Forestry on:
1) handling and transportation of food;
2) temperatures for handling, storage, transportasieling and serving food and
temperatures of food;
3) national implementation of the Agreement on thenmational carriage of perishable
foodstuffs and on the special equipment to be @mesuch carriage (Finnish Treaty
Series 48/1981; the ATP agreement).

Section 12 -Requirements concerning the health status and rendf animals used in food

production

(1) The health status of animals used in food prodoatiaist be such and they must be treated,
handled, transported and slaughtered in such alvedyhe high standard of hygiene of the
food obtained from them may be ensured. Provisionthe health status and handling of
animals used in food production are also laid dowArticle 4 of the General Food
Hygiene Regulation and in Article 3 of the Foodisuff Animal Origin Hygiene
Regulation.

(2) Further provisions on the health status, treatnfemgdling, transportation and slaughtering
of animals used in food production are issued bgr&eof the Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry.

Section 13 Notification of food premises and application f@paoval as a food establishment

(352/2011)

(1) A food business operator shall notify the contigharity referred to in section 14 of the
food premises in writing no later than four week$dbe beginning the operations or
substantial changes in themofified food premisés

(2) By derogation from subsection 1, a food businegsaipr who engages in operations for
which approval of food premises is required unddicke 4(2) of theFoodstuffs of Animal
Origin Hygiene Regulation shall apply for the apoof food premises as an
establishment from a control authority laid dowrséction 15 before beginning the
operations or substantial changes in them.



3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

However, no application for approval as an esthbisnt is required for food premises in

which a primary production operator practises tlamuafiacture of food which is minor as

regards the risks to food safety. Operations updexgraphs d and e of Article 1(3) of the

Foodstuffs of Animal Origin Hygiene Regulation amgkrations to which the national

adaptations under Article 10 apply are also comsitlas operations which are minor as

regards the risks to food safety. A notificatiomdansubsection 1 is required on such food

premises.

The control authority shall be notified without aglof the interruption or termination of the

operations of food premises referred to in subsestil — 3 above and a change of the

operator.

The approval of food premises or, if no approvakiguired, beginning the operations is

subject to the precondition that the food prema®eaply with the requirements laid down

in Article 10 and under it. The operations of atabshment may not be started or

substantially changed without the approval by aharity.

A notification referred to in subsection 1 aboveas required when the risks associated

with the activity are minimal as regards food sa#etd

1) food business operations take place in the sammiges as the other business activity
of the operator;

2) the operator is a private person; or

3) the operations cannot be considered as busindgsgyact

Further provisions on the notification and appimatfor the approval as well as operations

considered minor as regards the risks to food yafet issued by Government Decree.

Section 14 Processing of a notification concerning food pressis
(352/2011)

1)

(@)

3)

(4)

()

Notifications concerning food premises are proagssethe control authority of the
municipality in which the food premises are locat&aotification of movable food

premises as well as food premises where the puspdsgperations practised is only to
transport or store foodstuffs in one or severalgpart vehicles or containers is processed
by the control authority of the municipality in wéeterritory the operations are started or in
whose territory a notification of the operationssvwaade earlier.

A notification of food premises which are used diolysale, forwarding or other handling

of foodstuffs without the foodstuffs being keptie premises concerned may be processed
by the control authority of the home municipalifytioe operator if the municipality in

which the operations are located is not clear eretlare other special reasons for this.

The National Supervisory Authority for Welfare addalth processes the notifications on
the production and storage premises referred seation 5 and 35 of the Alcohol Act
(1143/1994). The Regional State Administrative Ageprocesses the notifications on

retail shops for alcoholic beverages referred teeiction 13 and 14(2) of the Alcohol Act.
The authority processing a notification concerrfimgd premises gives the food business
operator a certificate of the processing of thdiagfon. The control authority shall provide
the information on food premises notified to itihe Finnish Food Safety Authority as
required by this.

Further provisions on the processing of a notifozatre issued by Government Decree.

Section 15 -Approval of food premises as an establishment
(352/2011)

1)

Establishments referred to in section 13(2) are@ama by the control authority of the
municipality in which the establishment is locatbthvable food premises are approved by
the control authority of the municipality in whotsgritory the operations are started.



(2) However, the Finnish Food Safety Authority approstesighterhouses and game handling
establishments as well as establishments connextbdse, including movable
establishments.

(3) The control authority makes the decision on the@g of food premises as an
establishment. In its decision, the control autiyanay impose conditions for preventing
health hazards. The control authority must restiieematter within 60 days of the
institution of proceedings on the matter, unlekmger period is needed to process the
matter on account of its extent, a defective apgili;m or some other special reason.

(4) The control authority shall notify the Finnish FoBdfety Authority of the food premises
approved as required by this.

(5) Further provisions making the decision on apprevalissued by Government Decree.

Section 15a #nforming on movable food premises

(352/2011)

(1) A food business operator shall inform the contrgharities of municipalities in whose
territory the operations are practised on the aateother handling of food in notified or
approved movable food premises.

(2) However, a food business operator shall informRim@ish Food Safety Authority of
slaughtering and handling of food in movable fooehpises and a game handling
establishment and an establishment connected $e.tBémilarly, the Regional State
Administrative Agency shall be informed of the ogterns of a movable reindeer
slaughterhouse and an establishment connectedto th

(3) The relevant authority must have received the madron no later than four days before the

start of notified operations and two weeks befbeedtart of approved operations.
Chapter 3 -Requirements concer ning food business oper ator s

Section 16 -General requirements concerning the responsibifty food business operator

(1) Food business operators must take sufficient caadl their operations so as to ensure that

food, food premises, places of primary productind eonditions for storing, transporting
and handling food meet the requirements underAbiisProvisions on the responsibility of
food business operators concerning food safetynatidirawing from the market any food
that is not in compliance with the food regulati@msl ensuring the recall of food supplied
to consumers are laid down in Articles 17(1) anabfléhe General Food Regulation.

Section 17 -Requirements concerning traceability

(1) Food business operators must possess the informrafierred to in Article 18 (2—3) of the
General Food Regulation concerning food and anionsgsl in food production. Food
business operators must also have a system tbhatsathformation on incoming
consignments to be connected with that on outgoimgignments with sufficient accuracy
to accord with the objectives of this Act. Provisoon labelling and identification data
necessary to ensure traceability are laid downrticlé 18(4) of the General Food
Regulation.

(2) Further provisions on the traceability of foodssudife issued by Decree of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry. (989/2007)

Section 18 -Record-keeping, documentation and marking concgrfuondstuffs of animal

origin

(1) Food business operators must keep records on fdtxet animal origin and their handling
and transportation in order to ensure food safetsify the origin of the animals and



prevent the spread of animal diseases. Foodstuésimal origin must be accompanied by
the documentation required under EC food legighatioin this Act or statutes issued under
it. The documentation must correspond to the fadtisof animal origin that it
accompanies.

(2) Foodstuffs of animal origin and their wrapping, aging and accompanying
documentation must include the marking requiredriicles 5 and 6 of the Foodstuffs of
Animal Origin Hygiene Regulation.

(3) Further provisions on the keeping of records camogrfoodstuffs of animal origin and
their handling and transportation, the documemagiccompanying them and the marking
of foodstuffs of animal origin are issued by Decoééhe Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry.

Section 19 -Own-checks and the keeping of records concerningavecks of primary

production

(1) Food business operators must possess suffanehaccurate information about the food
they produce, process and distribute. Food busimgssators must be aware of the health
hazards concerning food and the handling of food,d the critical points in their
operations in terms of food safety and other renments under Chapter 2 of this Act.

(2) At the place of primary production, records tres kept of the implementation of own-
checks referred to in this section. Provisionstenkeeping of records on own-checks by
other food business operators are laid down in@e@0.

(3) Further provisions on the keeping of record®wam-checks by places of primary
production are issued by Decree of the MinistrAgficulture and Forestry.

Section 20 -Own-check plan

(1) Food business operators must prepare a writtengolawn-checksown-check plapand
comply with it, as well as keep a record of its lempentation. The critical points referred to
in section 19 and the related risk management brudescribed in the own-check plan.
Places of primary production are not, however, iregito prepare an own-check plan.

(2) Where necessary, a sampling and testing plan doaiation on the laboratories where
samples taken in own-check are to be tested musttéehed to the own-check plan.

(3) Food business operators must keep the own-chenlupl#o date.

(4) Further provisions on the own-check plans of foaditless operators and the related
keeping of records are issued by Decree of thedWinpf Agriculture and Forestry.
(989/2007)

Subsection 5 repealed by 989/2007

Section 21 Disclosure of control information

(352/2011)

(1) Food business operators shall disclose the docuometiite inspection of the food premises
issued by the control authority or, if the foodmriges have not been inspected yet, a
certificate on the processing of the notificati@amcerning the food premises as required by
the Finnish Food Safety Authority.

(2) Further provisions on the disclosure of controbmfiation are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 21a Notification of the placing on the marketro&terials and articles intended to
come into contact with food
(643/2010)



(1)

(@)

An operator who places on the market materialsaaticles intended to come into contact
with food shall notify the food control authority the municipality in which the place of
business is located of the place of business adphrations practised in this.

Further provisions on the notification referredricubsection 1 are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 22 Notification of the place of primary production
(352/2011)

(1)

(2)

3)

(4)

()

Food business operators shall notify the muniatpatrol authority of the place of primary
production and the operations practised theredtlitian to the operations under Annex | to
the General Food Hygiene Regulation, the conveyafpemary products from the
producer directly to the consumer with minimal sisls regards food safety is considered
primary production. The municipal control authomstyall notify the operator of having
received notification of the place of primary protan.

Notification of a place of primary production istrrequired, however, if the municipal
control authority receives the information from #res public authority. The municipal
control authority shall notify the operator of hagireceived information about the place of
primary production from another public authority.

A notification referred to in subsection 1 aboveas required for hunting, conveyance of
wild game directly to the consumer referred toubsection 1 and primary production of
wild plants and mushrooms.

A notification referred to in subsection 1 abovalso not required for the primary
production of plants and mushroomes, if:

1) the operator is a private person; or

2) the operations cannot be considered as businasgyact

Further provisions on the notification referredricubsection 1 and conveyance with
minimal risks as regards food safety as well amnal arrangements concerning operations
referred to in point ¢ of Article 1(2) of the GeakFood Hygiene Regulation and point ¢ of
Article 1(3) of the Foodstuffs of Animal Origin Hygne Regulation are issued by
Government Decree.

Section 23 First destination operations

(1)

@)

3)

First destination operators shall submit a writtetification to the Finnish Food Safety
Authority or to the control authority designatedthg Finnish Food Safety Authority at
least 14 days before the start of the first deBtinaperations or a substantial change in the
operations or termination of the operations. Thigfination must include information on
the first destinations used by the first destimabperator.

A sampling and testing plan concerning the foobdeaeceived must be attached to the
own-check plan of the first destination operatdreTirst destination operator shall notify
the control authority designated by the Finnishd=8afety Authority of the food delivered
to the first destination. (352/2011)

Meat, including minced meat, from bovine and pacmimals and poultry and hen’s eggs
must be tested for salmonella before delivery tddfid and must be accompanied by a
salmonella certificate or other document as requimeArticle 8 of the Foodstuffs of Animal
Origin Hygiene Regulation and other relevant EGlagstruments. If own-check testing
reveals the presence of salmonella in such foedfitst destination operator must return or
destroy the food. The first destination operatostmotify the control authority of any
salmonella found in own-checks and of the returdestruction of the food consignment.
Foodstuffs of animal origin coming from a third oty must originate from a third country



and establishment from which foodstuffs of animaia may be imported to Finland under
the Act on Veterinary Border Inspections.

(4) Further provisions on the content and time of sisian of notifications, first destination
operators’ own-check plans and salmonella tesesnexf to in subsections 1-3 are issued by
Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 24 -Obligation of food business operators to provid@imation

(1) Food business operators shall immediately notiéyréievant control authority of any
significant health hazards that have emerged in-cwatks or in some other way and of the
measures taken to rectify the deficiencies in qoesEurther provisions on the notification
are issued by Decree of the Ministry of Agricultared Forestry. (989/2007)

(2) Having received information about a food-borne oedl caused by food produced,
processed or distributed by the food business tgevaif suspecting that food that it has
produced, processed or distributed may cause fomiping, the food business operator
shall notify the municipal food control authoritf/this immediately. Food suspected of
being the cause of food poisoning, or a samplaefaod, must be kept so that it can be
tested in a laboratory to establish the causeeofdbd poisoning.

(3) Provisions on the food business operator’s obligetid provide information are also laid
down in Article 19 of the General Food Regulation.

Section 25 -Zoonoses

(1) Food business operators must prevent the spresmbabtic agents to people via food as
efficiently as possible in all circumstances. Fbodiness operators must monitor and
control the incidence of zoonotic agents in progucanimals and food. Food business
operators shall supply information on the test$goered in connection with monitoring and
control and on the test results to their controharity. Provisions on sending microbial
strains isolated in tests to the national referdaloeratory are laid down in section 40.

(2) Further provisions on zoonosis monitoring and carand provisions of information on
tests are issued by Decree of the Ministry of Agitiwe and Forestry. (989/2007)

Subsection 3 repealed by 989/2007

Section 26 -Obligation of food business operators to providsistance
(1) Food business operators must, at their own exppnséde necessary assistance for the
control, inspection and sampling laid down in tht.

Section 27 +o00d hygiene competence

(1137/2008)

(1) Provisions on the general requirements concermmad hygiene competence are laid down
in Annex |, part A, paragraphs 4(e) and 5(d), andmnex I, Chapter 12, paragraph 1 of
the General Food Hygiene Regulation.

(2) Food business operators must, at their own expenserye that persons working in food
premises notified or approved by virtue of this atto handle unpackaged, perishable food
have a certificate that is in accordance with tloeleh approved by the Finnish Food Safety
Authority demonstrating their competence in foodiepe competence certifica}eif they
have worked in one or several food premises instéisit require handling of unpacked
perishable food for a total of at least three men{d52/2011)

(3) A competence certificate is, however, not requicegpersons who work in food premises
only
1) as cashiers;



(4)

2) in serving finished meals;

3) as prisoners obligated under Chapter 8, sectidrttiedmprisonment Act (767/2005);

4) in military service or alternative services undexr Compulsory Military Service Act
(1438/2007), military service under the Act on Warse/oluntary Military Service
(194/1995) or civilian service under the Civiliaarce Act (1446/2007);

5) as a client under the Act on the Status and RigihBocial Welfare Clients (812/2000),
in employment under the Act on Special ServicegierMentally Disabled (519/1977)
or in sheltered employment under the Act on Sesvared Support Measures Organised
on the Basis of Disability (380/1987); or

6) as a convicted referred to in the Community Sendice(1055/1996).

Food business operators must in connection with cvetks keep records of the food

hygiene competence of persons working in food psemand, when requested, present the

information to the control authority.

Section 27a ‘€ompetence certificate
(1137/2008)

(1)

@)
3)

A competence certificate is granted by the competéester approved by the Finnish Food
Safety Authority referred in section 28. A compegertificate is granted to a person who
has passed a test assessing food hygiene compétengaetence tesor has completed
training with the same content or taken a degréle thie same content. Where necessary,
the Finnish Food Safety Authority may grant a cotepee certificate on the same grounds.
The Finnish Food Safety Authority issues furthgutations on the training and degrees
that correspond to the competence test.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority may withdraw angeetence certificate if it has been
granted on essentially false grounds.

Section 28 Competence tester
(1137/2008)

(1)

(@)

Competence tests may be arranged by competeneestapproved by the Finnish Food
Safety Authority. The number of competence tesapmoved must be such that it allows
regionally equal access to competence tests afidieaf control of competence testers.
Approval as a competence tester may be granted ajgalitation to persons:

1) who have a higher education degree as requiregctiogs 35(2) of this Act;

2) who are, in regard to their qualifications or peggncy, eligible for the public post or
office of lecturer or teacher in food hygiene &igher education establishment or at an
educational establishment within the sphere oRiheish National Board of
Education; or

3) who have passed a competence test and who, acgdodime documentation they have
supplied, have sufficient experience in the managerof the duties of a person
responsible for own-checks in food premises an@&e&pce in organising training or
test events.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority supervises thevdies of competence testers and may

for this purpose claim information and documentlatieg to the granting of the competence

certificate from the competence tester. A competaester shall keep all documents
relating to the granting of a competence certiédar at least three years. The Finnish Food

Safety Authority may withdraw the approval of a qutence tester if he or she materially

violates any provisions concerning competencertgsiihe Finnish Food Safety Authority

may withdraw the approval of a competence testen éthe violation of the provisions has
not been material if the competence tester hasaetified his or her activity despite being
urged to do so by the Finnish Food Safety Authaitg within the time period set by the



Authority. The approval may be withdrawn temposafdr the time of investigating the
matter. (352/2011)

(3) The provisions of section 36(2) concerning exteawatrol bodies apply to competence
testers when they perform the duties referred thigisection.

Section 28a -€ompetence test

(/21137/2008)

(1) A competence test must be so designed that it alboveliable assessment of the food
hygiene competence of a person taking the testtddteuestions are prepared by the
Finnish Food Safety Authority. Further regulatiamsthe criteria, preparation and
organisation of the test and assessing the suctesshpletion of the test are issued by the
Finnish Food Safety Authority.

(2) The competence test may be taken in either FirmnSwedish according to the preference
of the test participant. The competence test mawgelrer, be taken in another language if
the test participant does not have a sufficientroamd of Finnish or Swedish. Provisions
on other languages in which the competence testhmagken are issued by the Finnish
Food Safety Authority.

(3) The competence tester is entitled to collect ag#héor the test equivalent to no more than
the actual cost of organising the test.

Chapter 4 Competent authoritiesand their duties

Section 29 -General planning and supervision

(989/2007)

(1) Steering of the general planning and supervisidio@d control is the responsibility of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 30 -Central competent authority
(352/2011)
(1) The Finnish Food Safety Authority is responsibledianning, steering, developing and
undertaking food control nationally as laid dowrthrs Act, in addition to which it:
1) steers the Regional State Administrative Agengieassessing municipal food
control;
2) sees to food control in slaughterhouses, game imgnektablishments and
establishments connected to them;
3) is responsible for the planning and implementatibthe national control of
contaminants in food;
4) is responsible nationally for other food controtids requiring special expertise;
5) assesses the guides to good practice referredAdiate 8 of the General Food
Hygiene Regulation;
6) functions as the national contact point for thadabert system under the General
Food Regulation;
7) approves the training of hunters in health and érygireferred to in Annex lll,
Section IV of the Foodstuffs of Animal Origin Hygie Regulation;
8) sees to the national information and communicadictivities, communication about
risks and consumer information;
9) assesses the meat inspection of reindeer orgamyse® Regional State
Administrative Agency and the related control.

Section 31 -Regional food control



(352/2011)

1)

The Regional State Administrative Agency planseist@and supervises food control and

controls the compliance with the food regulationthin its area of operation as laid down

in this Act, in addition to which it:

1) assesses the organisation of the municipal foott@amd discloses the results of the
assessment;

2) assesses the control plans of municipalities aedkshthe compliance with them;

3) discloses the results of the food control it hasgueed as required by the Finnish
Food Safety Authority;

4) sees to food control in reindeer slaughterhousdsatablishments connected to them.

Section 32 -Municipal food control

(1)

(2)

3)

A municipality shall see to food control as laidadoin this Act (municipal food contrglin

its area of operation. In the municipality theséetiare managed by a board or other multi-
member body appointed by the municipalityupicipal control authority The provisions

of this Act concerning a municipality also applyaonunicipal federation and a cooperation
area referred to in the Act on Cooperation Aredsnironmental Healthcare (410/2009).
(352/2011)

A municipality may conclude an agreement with aeothunicipality or municipal
federation to the effect that a task laid downhis fAct for the municipality or municipal
authority where the competence may be transfeaeadther office holder may subject to
the liability of a civil servant be assigned toddfice holder of another municipality or
municipal federation. A municipal federation mayclude such an agreement if it has the
consent of the member municipalities of the murikfpderation to this.

A municipal council may also give the board or bely right to transfer its competence to
an office holder or department subordinate to thencil with regard to the administrative
coercive measures referred to in sections 55—-@ioACt.

Section 33 -Municipal food control duties
(352/2011)

(1)

In addition to provisions laid down elsewhere iistAct, a municipality:

1) submits the notifications and reports required uatide food regulations to the
Regional State Administrative Agency and Finnislbdr&afety Authority;

2) advises food business operators and consumersravidgs information on matters
which fall within the scope of this Act;

3) assists the State authorities against paymentimtplementation of the national
control programme for contaminants in food;

4) discloses the results of the food control it hasgomed as required by the Finnish
Food Safety Authority.

Section 34 -Other control authorities

1)

(2)

Other control authorities are:

1) the National Supervisory Authority for Welfare ardalth;

2) the Finnish Defence Forces;

3) the Finnish Customs; and

4) border inspection veterinarians.

In addition to the provisions laid down elsewheréhis Act, the National Supervisory

Authority for Welfare and Health:

1) plans, steers and undertakes control of beverageaining an amount of ethyl alcohol
that exceeds 2.8 per cent by volume; and



2) steers the Regional State Administrative Agencigbe control of sales outlets for
alcoholic beverages.
(1495/2009)
(3) The Finnish Defence Forces are responsible fodtties laid down in this Act for the
municipal food control authority as regards foodmises that fall under their control.
(4) The Finnish Customs controls:

1) compliance with the food regulations of food ottiean foodstuffs of animal origin that
is imported from outside the European Union;

2) compliance with the food regulations of food ottiean foodstuffs of animal origin that
is supplied to Finland from Member States of theojpgan Union in connection with
unloading and storage of food consignments in Rohlla

3) the authenticity of documents concerning food othan foodstuffs of animal origin
transported as transit goods;

4) the authenticity of documents concerning food othan foodstuffs of animal origin
that is exported from Finland to destinations a@éshe European Union; and

5) international transport of perishable food andgpecial equipment to be used in such
transport in connection with importing and expagtin accordance with the ATP
agreement.

(5) Further provisions on the duties for which the FBhrCustoms is responsible in the control
of export requirements are issued by Governmentdgec

(6) Border inspection veterinarians are responsibledotrol as laid down in this Act in
connection with veterinary border inspections afdstuffs of animal origin.

Section 35 Competence of control authorities

(1) Control authorities shall have in their serviceabtheir disposal on the basis of an
agreement the necessary number of qualified si#tfsufficient experience to perform the
control duties successfully.

(2) Office holders performing food control duties shale a higher education degree that is
suitable for the duties at hand or, if necess&y qualifications required in the European
Community legislation.

(3) Provisions on further training for office holderamaging food control duties are laid down
in Article 6 of the Control Regulation.

(4) Further provisions on the qualification conditiarsl further training for office holders
managing food control duties are issued by Goventridecree.

Section 36 -External control bodies

(1) The control authority may use external control lesdb assist in the control. External
control bodies may, on the request of the conutharity, conduct inspections, tests and
investigations for the purpose of official controdgiministrative decisions that may be
taken on the basis of these shall be made by theat@uthority which commissioned the
services. The external control body shall havesttpertise and qualifications needed for
conducting the inspections, tests and investigatidhe external control body shall
demonstrate its competence and the reliabilithefihspection and testing methods that it
uses to the authority that commissions the servRRes/isions on the requirements set for
external control bodies are also laid down in Aetis of the Control Regulation.

(2) The provisions of the Administrative Procedure #34/2003), the Language Act
(423/2003) and the Act on the Openness of Goverhetvities (621/1999) apply to the
external control body when it performs duties urtties section. The provisions concerning
criminal liability of a civil servant apply to pesss in the service of an external control



body or working in a managerial capacity for areexal control body when they participate
in managing duties referred to in this Act.

Chapter 5 + aboratories

Section 37 National reference laboratories and approved laliorees

(1) National reference laboratories are designatedtsidduties determined by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry. Provisions on requirersarancerning the national reference
laboratories required by the Control Regulation andhe duties of these laboratories are
laid down in Article 33 of the Control Regulatid®89/2007)

(2) Approved laboratories are laboratories approvedesting official samples and approved
own-check laboratories. An approved laboratory @lag have a mobile unit. (643/2010)

(3) The laboratories referred to in subsection 2 apgaed by the Finnish Food Safety
Authority upon application.

Section 38 Preconditions for laboratory approval

(643/2010)

(1) For alaboratory to be approved, it must have #eawriquality system, it must be technically
competent and it must be capable of producingbigieesults. The laboratory staff must
have the training and competence required for b w

(2) A laboratory approved for testing official sampieast also meet the requirements laid
down in Article 12(2) of the Control Regulation.

(3) A precondition for the approval of an own-checkdediory is that a body fulfilling the
international requirements set for declaring thepetence of laboratories has assessed the
laboratory to meet the requirements of internafistendards concerning the competence of
laboratories, as well as the requirements laid dowsubsection 1. The competence of the
laboratory must be assessed no less than oncetaveeyyears.

(4) If alaboratory does not meet the requirementsdaian in this section but the deficiencies
do not endanger the reliability of the tests, thelsh Food Safety Authority may approve
the laboratory for a fixed period. The laboratorystrectify the deficiencies and apply for
final approval within the specified period.

(5) Further provisions on the standards describin@fproved laboratories and the
competence of the bodies assessing them, the eegenmts to be set for the quality systems
of laboratories, preconditions for laboratory apalaequired for the implementation of the
European Union legislation, and the training anchigetence requirements for laboratory
staff are issued by Government Decree.

Section 39 Jesting of samples

(643/2010)

(1) Samples taken or commissioned by the control aiiyhior the purpose of official control
under this Actdfficial samplé shall be tested in a laboratory approved foirigstfficial
samples or in the national reference laboratory.

(2) Samples required to be tested under the food regagawhich belong to own checks shall
be tested in an approved own-check laboratoryharédory approved for testing official
samples or the national reference laboratory. ZBY)

Section 40 Notification obligation of the approved laboratesi

(1) An approved laboratory shall notify the Finnish Bd@afety Authority of any substantial
change in operations or the interruption or terinamaof operations. On the request of the
Finnish Food Safety Authority, an approved labaraghall present a summary of the tests



it has conducted under section 39 of this Act &edrésults of their results. The summaries
must not contain personal data or any identificatlata on the object of control.

(2) An approved laboratory shall notify its client wotlt delay of any test results that indicate a
health hazard. An approved laboratory shall algdynthe authority responsible for the
control of the client without delay of any testults specified in the national contingency
plan referred to in section 46. Approved labor&®shall also keep the samples and
microbial strains from tests referred to in thipsection and dispatch them to the national
reference laboratory.

(3) Further provisions on the content and submissigh@hotifications and summaries
referred to in subsections 1 and 2, the keepingdasmhtching of samples and microbial
strains and the health hazard referred to in stibse2 are issued by Government Decree.

(4) An approved laboratory shall notify the Finnish Bdafety Authority of tests relating to
the zoonosis monitoring and control referred teantion 25(1) and their results and
dispatch the samples and the microbial straingaiedlin the tests to the national reference
laboratory. Further provisions on the content anzhsssion of the notification and the
keeping and dispatching of the samples and micksbi@ns are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. (989/2007)

Section 40a Notification obligation of the national referenabbratory

(1137/2008)

(1) The national reference laboratory shall notify Benish Food Safety Authority and the
National Institute for Health and Welfare of infaatron needed for epidemiological
surveillance as well as the Finnish Food SafetyhArity of information on the microbial
strains and samples referred to in section 40 nkkadhe steering of control. The
information submitted to the National Institute fdealth and Welfare may not contain any
identification data on the objects of control.

(2) Further provisions on the content and submittinthefnotifications are issued by
Government Decree.

Chapter 6 +ood control

Section 41 -General control requirements

(1) In addition to this Act, provisions on the orgatisa of food control are laid down in the
European Community legislation on the control, saéad health standards of food and the
hygiene of food premises and places of primary gpcadn.

(2) The national control programme and control plafesrred to in this Chapter shall be drawn
up so as to include the control measures requinedénthis Act and under the European
Community food legislation that falls within theope of this Act.

(3) The municipal food control authority shall draw aiguality system suited to their
operations and maintain and apply it. Provisionsemuirements concerning the quality
system are laid down in Article 8 of the ControlgRkation.

Section 42 -Organisation of first destination control

(352/2011)

(1) First destination control is primarily organisedtbat the Finnish Food Safety Authority
concludes an agreement referred to in sectiond (@) Local Government Act (365/1995)
with the municipality, according to which the mupality commits itself to ensuring that
first destination control is performed within it/ area. The Finnish Food Safety
Authority and the municipality may agree that themmgipality performs this duty on behalf
of one or more municipalities. An office holder apped by the municipal control authority



(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

decides on the administrative coercive measuresrwseattions 55-60 of this Act
concerning first destination operations. The Finrisod Safety Authority decides on other
administrative coercive measures under this Acttvlare to be directed at first destination
operations.

If a municipality is not covered by an agreemefgnred to in subsection 1, the Finnish
Food Safety Authority may conclude an agreemerthercontrol with another authority,
purchase the services of an external control badgdto performing the duties, or perform
the control itself. If a control agreement is carag@d with another authority, the
administrative coercive measures are decided upam loffice holder designated by this
authority. If a control agreement is concluded vaithexternal control body, the
administrative coercive measures are decided upahedFinnish Food Safety Authority.
The Finnish Food Safety Authority is responsiblefiist destination control in
slaughterhouses, game handling establishmentssaaolishments connected to these. The
Regional State Administrative Agency sees to fiestination control in reindeer
slaughterhouses subject to its control and estabbsts connected to these.

The decision of an office holder designated bynthmicipal control authority concerning
first destination operations is notified to thetfs concerned as regular service referred to
in section 59 of the Administrative Procedure At34/2003).

Further provisions on the organisation of firsttadegion control are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 43 -Meat inspection and related control
(352/2011)

1)

(2)

3)

(4)

Meat processed or stored in food premises must lbese inspected, unless otherwise
provided in this Act or under it. Provisions on miegpection and related control are laid
down in Article 5 of the Foodstuffs of Animal OngControl Regulation.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority inspects the nieataughterhouses and game handling
establishments. The Regional State Administratigery inspects the meat in reindeer
slaughterhouses.

Inspection assistants in State employment traioethfs purpose may be used to assist in
meat inspection and control. In slaughterhousepdaitry and lagomorphs staff employed
by the food business operator may also be useskistan meat inspection and related
control.

Further provisions on meat inspection and relatedrol are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 43a Meat inspection decision
(1137/2008)

(1)

(2)
3)

A written decision is given on meat inspection. Heeision shall contain the following

information:

1) authority which made the decision and the time akimg the decision;

2) parties immediately affected by the decision;

3) sufficient animal or lot-specific identification @a

4) amount of meat concerned in the decision;

5) reason for rejection or how the matter has otherween decided; and

6) name and contact information of the person frommitiwe concerned party may, if
necessary, request further information on the dwmtis

Instructions for appeal shall be attached to treéstin. The decision need not be signed.

The meat inspection decision is notified to theiparconcerned by the letter referred to in

section 59 of the Administrative Procedure Act pttiie verifiable electronic service



referred to in section 18 of the Act on Electro8grvices and Communication in the Public
Sector (13/2003). With the consent of the partyceoned the decision may be notified by
email. In this case the decision is consideredirdtas soon as the party concerned sends
an acknowledgement of receipt to the control autyor

Section 44 -Control of laboratories

(1) The Finnish Food Safety Authority controls thatdediories performing tests referred to in
section 39 comply with the food regulations. laadratory fails to comply with the
regulations, the Finnish Food Safety Authority nesue necessary orders for rectifying the
activities within a specified time.

Section 45 4nvestigating food-borne outbreaks

(1) After receiving a notification referred to in sexti24(2) concerning a food-borne outbreak
or suspected food-borne outbreak, or when suspggeatiood-borne outbreak for some other
reason, the municipal food control authority mustfigrm an investigation into the matter
without delay, including the appropriate epidemgidal and microbiological tests, in
cooperation with the authorities referred to in @@mmunicable Diseases Act, and provide
the National Institute for Health and Welfare ahe Einnish Food Safety Authority with
the necessary notifications. The notifications nmggtcontain any personal data.

(2) Further provisions on investigation and notificatmf food-borne outbreaks are issued by
Government Decree. (989/2007)

Section 46 Preparing for emergencies

(1) The Finnish Food Safety Authority shall draw upational contingency plan for
emergencies under Article 13 of the Control RegutatThe municipal control authority
shall draw up a similar plan for the municipality.

(2) Further provisions on the content and drawing uponitingency plans for emergencies are
issued by Decree of the Ministry of Agriculture gfarestry. (989/2007)

Section 47 National control programme

(1) The Finnish Food Safety Authority shall draw upaéional food control programme
(control programmgto steer and coordinate the control performeceutiis Act. The
control programme shall contain at least the follmunformation:

1) specification of the content of inspections;

2) the criteria for assessing the risks at differgpes of control sites and for determining
the frequency of inspections;

3) assessment of the need for sampling;

4) methods for assessing the implementation of coptenls referred to in section 48; and

5) methods used in assessing the implementation afahol programme.

(2) The control programme shall be reviewed as necgdsar at least once every three years.
The control programme is part of the national emvinental healthcare control programme
and the national control plan which is drawn upa@sordance with the Control Regulation
and covers the entire production chain, startindy wrimary production.

(3) Further provisions on the content and drawing uihefnational control programme are
issued by Government Decree.

Section 48 -Control plans
(1) Each municipality shall draw up a municipal foodhttol plan unicipal control pla
which covers regular control, ensuring that thetiadms in accordance with general control



(@)
3)

(4)

requirements, prevents health hazards and pratentimers from financial losses. The
control plan shall contain at least the followingpirmation:

1) specification of the content of inspections;

2) inspection frequency at control sites;

3) sampling and testing of samples by the municipality

4) assessment of the implementation of the contral; @ad

5) approved laboratories used in the control.

The municipal control plan shall take account &f tiational control programme. The
control plan shall be reviewed as necessary, betat once every three years.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority, the National 8wsory Authority for Welfare and
Health, the Finnish Customs, the Regional State iAhtnative Agencies, the Finnish
Defence Forces and border inspection veterinashali draw up control plans for the food
control they are responsible for. The provisionsmamicipal control plans laid down in
subsections 1 and 2 above apply to these contobkp(1495/2009)

Further provisions on the content of the contrahgl inspections contained in the control
plans, the frequency of inspections at controksiteking of samples and the assessment of
the implementation of the control plan are issug&bvernment Decree.

Section 49 -Right to perform inspections and to be presenhspeéctions
(352/2011)

(1)

(@)

3)

(4)

()

The control authority and the external control boefgrred to in section 36 has the right to
perform inspections required in the control, exardocuments, and gain access to sites
where operations referred to in this Act are psactior information relevant for controlling
the compliance with this Act is kept. The controtheority and external control body has the
right to inspect the machinery, implements anditaes used in the operations.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority and Regional &ratiministrative Agency have the

right to be present in inspections performed byEbepean Commission under Article 45
of the Control Regulation. A student who is takirajning in activities of public authorities
who is steered by the control authority has thktrig be present when the control authority
performs control and inspections.

In premises covered by the provisions on domigili@ace, the inspection may only be
performed if there are reasonable grounds for suisygethat food regulations have been
violated or are being violated in a manner thausishable by law. The inspection must be
necessary for the investigation of an offence ottie prevention of a serious health hazard.
The inspection may only be performed by the corduthority.

If in connection with control or an inspection @@ntrol authority determines that a
foodstuff of animal origin contains an amount ohtaminants that is in violation of the
regulations, the Regional State Administrative Ageand the Finnish Food Safety
Authority or a veterinarian designated by the Regi®&Gtate Administrative Agency has the
right to inspect the place of primary productioonfrwhich the food originates and to take,
free of charge, all samples needed for tests.dh sases, the Regional State Administrative
Agency and the Finnish Food Safety Authority oregevinarian designated by the Regional
State Administrative Agency has the right to obtafiormation, take samples and perform
inspections as laid down in this Act. Only the Regil State Administrative Agency has the
right to perform inspections in premises coveredhgyprovisions on domiciliary peace.
Provisions laid down in this Act on the right ofntml authorities to gain access to sites
where operations referred to in this Act are psactiand to obtain information also apply to
inspectors referred to in the European Union lagh or in other international agreements
binding on Finland if this is required under thkevant international obligation that is
binding on Finland.



Section 50 -Sampling

(1)
(2)

3)

(4)
()

The control authority and external control bodyeredd to in section 36 has the right to
take, free of charge, the necessary number of sanfipit control purposes.

The person taking the samples must be sufficiediypetent in taking, handling and
storing samples. The sample must be representatteems of both the size and
composition. The sample must be protected agaimgamination and other significant
changes that may distort the test results. The lsampst be marked at the site where it is
taken so that it can be easily and unambiguouslgtified. The food business operator shall
be given an attestation of the taking of the sample

Provisions on the general requirements for samgnegalso laid down in Articles 11 and
12(1) of the Control Regulation.

Subsection 2 of this section also applies to samgph connection with own-checks.
Further provisions on sampling are issued by Decfélee Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry. (989/2007)

Section 51 -Right to obtain information

1)

(2)

Notwithstanding the provisions on secrecy, the i tuthority has the right to obtain
information essential for performing the contrarfr State and municipal authorities, food
business operators, and other parties to whomhhgations of this Act apply.

The right to obtain information also applies tooimhation that is essential for performing
duties laid down in the food regulations which wbatherwise be considered secret as it
concerns private business or professional actostye financial status or state of health of
a private person.

Section 52 -Obligation of the control authority to notify andgvide information
(1495/2009)

1)

@)

3)
(4)

The control authority shall notify the Regional t8tAdministrative Agency and the Finnish
Food Safety Authority of any health hazards obs#ewed, where necessary, of other
matters emerging during control that may affectifeafety. The control authority shall also
notify the authorities referred to in the CommubieaDiseases Act of any matters that have
emerged during control that may be of importancdéprotection of the population
against communicable diseases.

The control authority has an obligation to providehe Finnish Food Safety Authority and
the Regional State Administrative Agency the infation they require for the registers they
maintain under section 83. The control authorigpdias an obligation to provide, on
request, to the Finnish Food Safety Authority dr&lRegional State Administrative Agency
other information on inspections, control measucestrol staff, charges and the control
process for monitoring the control performed urties Act.

The control authority shall provide the informati@ierred to in subsections 1 and 2 as
required by the Finnish Food Safety Authority.

Further provisions on the notification obligatiohcontrol authorities are issued by Decree
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 53 -Obligation of the control authority to provide gaiace
(352/2011)

(1)

Where necessary, the control authority shall pre@¥abd business operators with the
instructions and requests needed for ensuring dangd with the food regulations and the
functioning of own checks.



Section 54 Notification obligation of a veterinarian

(1) If in connection with a veterinary call to a plamfgprimary production a veterinarian
determines that the state of health of animaleeptace of primary production is such that
it essentially weakens the food hygiene standattefoodstuffs of animal origin obtained
from the animals concerned, the veterinarian mastynthe owner or keeper of the animals
and the municipal food control authority of the taat

Chapter 7 -Administrative coer cive measures

Section 55 -Removing violations of food regulations

(1) If food or information given about it, the food piection, processing or distribution stage,
food premises, a place of primary production, eraperations practised in them may cause
a health hazard, endanger the accuracy or suféigiehthe information given on the food,
mislead the consumer, or otherwise violate the fegdilations, the control authority may
order the deficiency to be removed. A violatiortlué# regulations shall be ordered to be
removed immediately or within a fixed period spedfby the control authority.

Section 56 -Prohibition

(1) The control authority may prohibit the primary puation, manufacture, import, export,
placing on the market, serving or conveyance afoa$tuff or its use in food manufacture if
the food or information about it, the food prodaati processing or distribution stage, food
premises, a place of primary production, or theraipens practised in them cause or there
are reasonable grounds for suspecting that theycauage, a serious health hazard and the
health hazard cannot be prevented otherwise.

(2) The prohibition may be imposed temporarily for gegiod during which the matter is
investigated or the deficiency corrected. A tempppaohibition remains in force until the
control authority issues its final decision on thatter. The control authority shall ensure
that the necessary investigations on the mattepenfermed without delay.

Section 57 Withdrawing food from the market and informing puiblic

(1) The control authority may order a food businesgatpe to withdraw food from the market
if the operator fails to comply with the obligatitad down in Article 19 of the General
Food Regulation concerning withdrawal of any foaalating food safety requirements
from the market. The control authority may alsoesriod to be withdrawn from the
market if the information on it violates the foaghulations in an essential way.

(2) The control authority may, at the expense of tloelfousiness operator, inform the public
about food that violates food safety requiremeintisa food business operator fails to
comply with the obligation to inform the consumal®ut the matter laid down in Article
19 of the General Food Regulation.

Section 58 -Seizure

(1) The control authority may seize a foodstuff ifaiuses or if there is reason to suspect that it
causes a direct health hazard and the other madaigelown in this Act are not to be
considered sufficient. The seizure must be perfdrmeéhe presence of a witness. The party
from whom the food is seized shall be given arstdteon of the matter, stating the amount
of property seized and the grounds for the seizure.

(2) The seized property may, where necessary, be kdpbd premises or at the place of
primary production, appropriately marked, or irealed or otherwise marked storage space.
Efforts shall be made to store the property fordheation of any tests necessary for
determining the health hazard it causes in suchyathat its quality is not affected.



Section 59 -Decision on the use or disposal of a foodstuff

(1)

(2)

The control authority decides the purposes for twiai¢dood that is in violation of the food
regulations may be used, or the purposes for wihitiay be conveyed, if the food cannot
be made to comply with the regulations. If it ig possible to use the food or if health
considerations or food regulations so requirefoloel must be ordered to be destroyed.
The control authority shall impose a reasonable timit within which the food business
operator must comply with a decision made undeseciibn 1. The control authority shall
make the decision referred to in subsection 1 withielay. The decision should be made
with the aim of minimising the financial lossesthe owner.

Section 60 Rejecting foodstuffs of animal origin supplied franother Members State of the
European Union at the first destination

1)

(@)

3)

(4)

(5)

The control authority shall reject a foodstuffsanimal origin supplied from another

Member State of the European Union at the firstidason if:

1) itis found in an official examination that thesesalmonella in food which under
section 23(3) must be tested for salmonella bedefizery to Finland;

2) itis found in an own-check examination performedmn approved own-check
laboratory that there is salmonella in food whiclder section 23(3) must be tested for
salmonella before delivery to Finland, and thet filsstination operator does not return
the food to the country of origin on its own inthiee;

3) itis found in an official examination or in an oxgheck examination performed in an
approved own-check laboratory that the food costaircrobes or chemical residues in
amounts that are dangerous to health or, becautseroicrobiological, chemical or
physical qualities, the food is otherwise unfib®used as food, and the food cannot be
ordered to be treated in a manner that would migkesisible to use it as a food under
section 55;

4) the temperature of the food has changed duringp@tation or intermediate storage
to the extent that it does not meet the requiresnehthe food regulations and it cannot
be ordered to be treated in a manner that wouldeniglossible to use it as food under
section 55, and the first destination operator dagseturn the food to the country of
origin on its own initiative; or

5) the food does not meet the requirements referr@dtection 18 concerning its
marking, origin, documents or certificates, andftist destination operator does not
return the food to the country of origin on its owuitiative.

The first destination operator shall be given apasfunity to correct the deficiencies

concerning the documentation referred to in paggdgfawithin a reasonable time specified

by the control authority.

Rejected food shall be returned to the countryrigfio, used for a non-food purpose as

approved by the control authority, or destroyedetsdown in the rejection decision. Unless

otherwise required for health reasons or on theslmdother legislation, the first destination
operator may decide which of the above measuret ilake.

The control authority shall immediately notify tReanish Food Safety Authority of the

food it has rejected. The rejected food may naketherned before the Finnish Food Safety

Authority has verified with the authorities in theuntry of origin that the food may be

returned to the country in question.

Further provisions on the notifications concerniegction of food are issued by Decree of

the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry.

Section 61 -Cancelling the approval of food premises



(1) The control authority may cancel its decision am approval of food premises in full or in
part if there is no other way of preventing a Hehktizard. The approval may also be
cancelled if the food premises or the operatioastmsed in them violate the food
regulations in an essential way and the food bssiperator has failed to comply with an
order or prohibition issued by the control authpttder section 55 or 56. The approval
may also be cancelled for a fixed period.

Section 62 -€ancelling the approval of a laboratory

(1) The Finnish Food Safety Authority may cancel thprapal of a laboratory if the laboratory
or the operations practised in it violate the regmients laid down in section 38 or 40 in an
essential way and, despite an order issued byitimesh Food Safety Authority, the
laboratory does not correct the deficiencies aedigficiencies are of a serious nature. An
approval given for a fixed period may also be cdade

(2) The Finnish Food Safety Authority may also cancehpproval for the time required to
consider the matter if the deficiencies in the apfiens of the approved laboratory are of
such a nature that they may compromise the reitvabil the test results.

Section 63 -Urgent measures

(1) In urgent cases, a holder of municipal office perimg food control duties who has not
been given the power to apply administrative coeraneasures under section 32(3) of this
Act has the right to apply administrative coerameasures referred to in sections 55, 56
and 58. Decisions made by an office holder undsrsiction shall be submitted to the
municipal food control authority for consideratiathout delay.

Section 64 -Decision of the Finnish Food Safety Authority contey the use of administrative

coercive measures

(1) Decisions on the use of administrative coercivesuess referred to in sections 55-59 that
apply to an area larger than one municipality akem by the Finnish Food Safety
Authority.

(2) The Finnish Food Safety Authority may decide onuke of administrative coercive
measures that only apply to one municipality if reasonable grounds, it determines that
the measures taken by the municipal food contrifiaity to prevent a health hazard are
insufficient.

(3) The Finnish Food Safety Authority shall notify tmeinicipalities in question of the
decisions it has made under subsections 1 andn@wtitlelay.

Section 65 -Marketing prohibition

(1) The Finnish Food Safety Authority may prohibit addousiness operator from continuing
to conduct marketing that violates the food regafeg or from resuming such or similar
marketing. The prohibition may also be given asgerary, in which case it remains in
force until the Finnish Food Safety Authority hasued its final decision on the matter.

(2) If in the marketing of food information is givenathmay cause a serious health hazard or if
the marketing of food is essentially incorrect asleading, the Finnish Food Safety
Authority may, in addition to the measures menttmesubsection 1, take measures laid
down in sections 56-58 until the marketing has bbeade to comply with the regulations.

Section 66 -Correction of marketing

(1) When imposing a prohibition under section 65, theish Food Safety Authority may
oblige the food business operator on which theiprobn has been imposed to submit a
correction of marketing within a specified periddhis is considered essential on account of



the obvious harm arising from the marketing. Irdiggision the Finnish Food Safety
Authority may order that the correction of markgtmust be implemented to the same
extent as the marketing to which the correctiorliapp

Section 67 -Applying the Consumer Protection Act and the UnBaisiness Practices Act

(1) In addition to the provisions of sections 65 andtB8é provisions on marketing laid own in
the Consumer Protection Act (38/1978) and the Widasiness Practices Act (1061/1978)
also apply.

Section 68 Penalty payments, threat of performance and thoéatispension

(1) The control authority may reinforce an order ortpibition given under this Act with a
penalty payment or a threat of performance at #iaudter's expense or a threat of
suspension. Otherwise the provisions of the AcConditional Imposition of a Fine
(1113/1990) apply in matters concerning penaltynpayts or threats of performance and
suspension.

Section 69 -Liability for costs
(1) The food business operator is liable for the cibsteurs in complying with the decisions
made by authorities under the provisions of thigér.

Chapter 8 €Charges

Section 70 -Charges for services performed by State authorities

(1) Unless otherwise provided in the Act on Criterin@narges Payable to the State
(150/1992), a charge must be collected for meadakes by a State authority under this
Act. The provisions of the Act on Criteria for Cgas Payable to the State apply to
determining the amount of the charge. The meatictsyn and control charges of
slaughterhouses slaughtering small numbers of dsiamal game handling establishments
may, however, be reduced to no more than the Epesdified in Article 27(3) of the Control
Regulation as laid down by Decree of the MinistihAgriculture and Forestry. (352/2011)

(2) Further provisions on the national arrangementsired under Articles 27 and 28 of the
Control Regulation and on determining the amournhefcharge are issued by Decree of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. (989/2007)

Section 71 -€Charges for services performed by municipal autiesi
(1) The municipality shall collect a charge from foagsslmess operators in accordance with the
rate it has approved:
1) forthe approval of an establishment and for prsicgsa notification of food premises
other than those referred to in section 13(3); {3521)
2) for the inspection, sampling and testing of samptagained in the municipal control
plan;
3) for the control of food premises exporting foodiuff animal origin to destinations
outside the European Union, to the extent thae®perts require more comprehensive
control than usual because of the requirementseoptirchasing country; (643/2010)
and
4) for inspection performed for the purpose of cotitnglmeasures referred to in Chapter
7 that arise from failure to comply with the foaehulations.
(2) In addition to the provisions of subsection 1, anraipality shall also collect a charge for
other control and inspections and tests connecittdtihem as laid down in Articles 27 and
28 of the Control Regulation.



(3) The State compensates the municipalities for agkish have arisen from food control
inspections, sampling, tests and studies deledmatélde Finnish Food Safety Authority to
be implemented by municipalities which under thet are laid down to be performed by
the Finnish Food Safety Authority or which are tethto the preparation of legislation or
instructions of the Finnish Food Safety Author#g regards control duties under section
30(4) of the Act, the State compensates the muatitigs only for the costs of testing the
samples. (130/2009)

(4) Unless otherwise provided in Articles 27 and 2&af Control Regulation, the charges
referred to in subsection 1 above are determinexssmt to exceed the costs actually
incurred in taking the measure. Further provisiomshe national arrangements required
under Articles 27 and 28 of the Control Regulagml on determining the amount of the
charges are issued by Decree of the Ministry ofcddgure and Forestry. (989/2007)

Section 72 -Collecting charges without judgement or decisiod arterest for late payment

(130/2009)

(1) The charges referred to in this Act may be colgetéhout judgement or decision as laid
down in the Act on the Enforcement of Taxes andrgde(706/2007).

(2) If a charge imposed on a measure has not beerbpdick due date, annual interest for late
payment may be collected on the amount delayeddiogpto the interest rate referred to in
section 4(1) of the Interest Act (633/1982). The date may be no sooner than two weeks
from the receipt of the service on the basis ofciwhhe charge is determined. Instead of the
interest for late payment the authority may colkecharge of five euros for late payment if
the interest for late payment remains smaller than

Chapter 9 -Appeal

Section 73 -Appeal against a decision of a State authority

(1) A decision of a State authority issued under thisrAay be appealed as laid down in the
Administrative Judicial Procedure Act (586/1996&cRfication to a charge imposed by a
State authority may be requested as laid downdrAtt on Criteria for Charges Payable to
the State.

(2) By derogation from subsection 1, a decision mad#heyrinnish Customs under this Act
may be appealed as laid down in the Customs AGG/1994).

Section 74 -Appeal against a decision of a municipal authority

(1) A decision made by a holder of a municipal officaynmot be appealed. A request for
rectification concerning the decision may be mada inunicipal body carrying out duties
laid down in this Act. The request for rectificatiehall be made no later than 14 days after
receipt of the decision of the officeholder. Thguest for rectification shall be processed
without delay.

(2) A decision by a holder of a municipal office retatrto in section 63 of this Act may not be
appealed.

(3) A decision of a municipal body may be appealecamsdown in the Administrative Judicial
Procedure Act.

(4) A decisions concerning a municipal control planpnipal food regulations referred to in
section 86 and rates concerning municipal chargesba appealed as laid down in the
Local Government Act.

Section 75 -Appeal against a meat inspection decision
(1495/2009)



(1) A meat inspection decision by the Finnish Food tyakeithority or Regional State
Administrative Agency may not be appealed. Theypewhcerned may submit a request for
rectification concerning the decision to the Fihniood Safety Authority. The request for
rectification shall be made in writing no laterthb4 days after the receipt of the decision.
The request for rectification shall be processatiauit delay.

(2) A decision issued by the Finnish Food Safety Autitian the request for rectification may
be appealed as laid down in the Administrative ciatiProcedure Act.

Section 76 -Appeal against a decision concerning first destorabperations

(1) A decision concerning first destination operatiaresy not be appealed. A party that is not
satisfied with the decision may submit a requestdotification to the Finnish Food Safety
Authority no later than 14 days after the receipthe decision.

(2) A decision made by the Finnish Food Safety Autlyaritder subsection 1 may be appealed
as laid down in the Administrative Judicial ProcedAct.

Section 77 -Control authority’s right of appeal

(1) The authority has the right to appeal a decisiothbyAdministrative Court by which a
decision of the authority has been repealed or det&n

(2) The Finnish Food Safety Authority has the righappeal a decision by the Administrative
Court by which the Administrative Court has repdale amended a decision by a
municipal body made on grounds other than a redaestctification. The right of appeal
of the Finnish Food Safety Authority does not afgply decision by the Administrative
Court referred to in section 74(4) of this Act.

Section 78 Enforcement

(1) A decisions made under the provisions of Chaptartiis Act may include an order that
the decision shall be complied with before it beesregally valid or before the request for
rectification has been processed, unless othemetpgared by the appellate authority or,
correspondingly, the authority processing the retjfee rectification. The request for
rectification and the appeal shall be processeldowitdelay.

(2) Unless otherwise required by the Finnish Food Safethority or the appellate authority, a
decision concerning the withdrawal of a competereséficate shall be complied with
despite appeal. (1137/2008)

(3) Unless otherwise required by the Finnish Food $aethority or the appellate authority, a
meat inspection decision shall be complied withpdesa request for rectification or an
appeal.

Chapter 10 Penalty provisions

Section 79 Penalty provisions

(1) Provisions on the penalty for a health offenceatioly the provisions laid down in or under
this Act are laid down in Chapter 44, section thaf Criminal Code (39/1889).

(2) A person who deliberately or through negligence

1) produces, imports, exports, places on the masketes or otherwise conveys food
that does not meet the requirements laid downatise7 of this Act;

2) practises operations under this Act in food prem@eat a place of primary production
that has not been approved in accordance withAittisfor which a notification has not
been submitted in accordance with this Act, or vehaggerations have been prohibited
temporarily, partially or in full;

3) violates the own-check obligation laid down in s&ttl9 of this Act;



4) violates an order issued by the control authonitglar section 55, 57, 59 or 66 of this
Act, a prohibition issued by the control authottyder section 56 or 65, a decision on
seizure issued by the control authority under sacdhi8, a decision on rejection issued
by the control authority under section 60, or aislen on cancellation of approval
issued by the control authority under section 6&62yr

5) fails to submit the notification referred to in 8en 24 or 25;

6) despite a reprimand or prohibition by the contrgharity, delivers from a place of
primary production food that does not meet the irequents of the provisions or
regulations laid down in or under this Act; or

7) provides information about the food or its propestin a manner that violates section 9
of this Act or gives otherwise misleading inforneatiabout the food or its properties,

shall be sentenced to pay a fine for committirigaal offencaunless a more severe penalty

for the act has been provided elsewhere in the law.

(3) Provisions on the penalty for smuggling and attedgimuggling of food that violates the
law and for dealing in illegal imports are laid dow Chapter 46, sections 4—6 of the
Criminal Code.

(4) The control authority need not notify the pre-tiratestigation authority of an offence if the
act or negligence is insignificant and does nobive disobedience regarding prohibitions
and orders issued by an authority.

(5) A punishment for violating a prohibition or obligart ordered under this Act that is
reinforced with a penalty payment can be waived.

Section 80 -Violating confidentiality obligation

(1) Punishment for violating the confidentiality obltgan referred to in section 81 is imposed
in accordance with Chapter 38, section 1 or 2 ef@hminal Code unless the act is
punishable under Chapter 40, section 5 of the @ahtCode, or a more severe penalty for
the act has been provided elsewhere in the law.

Chapter 11 -Miscellaneous provisions

Section 81 -Confidential information
(1) Provisions on the confidentiality obligation contieg information received during control
are laid down in the Act on the Openness of Govertrctivities and in Article 7 of the
Control Regulation. Notwithstanding the confidelityaobligation, information on the
financial status of an individual or corporationsimess or professional secrets, or the
personal situation of an individual obtained whentwmlling the compliance with this Act
or performing control duties may be given:
1) to State and municipal authorities for the purpafsgerforming duties under this Act;
2) to prosecuting authorities, police authorities anstoms authorities for criminal
investigation purposes;
3) to foreign bodies and inspectors if so requiredenrtide legislation of the European
Community or other international obligations birglion Finland.

Section 82 -Executive assistance
(1) If requested, the police and the Finnish Customstprovide control authorities with
executive assistance in performing duties laid dowthe food regulations.

Section 83 Registers
(352/2011)



(1)

(2)
3)

(4)

()

The Finnish Food Safety Authority maintains, foe fhurpose of steering and developing
the control and for the control duties it performsational register of all food premises,
places of business placing on the market matearadsarticles intended to come into contact
with food, first destinationdirst destination operators, approved laboratoaesl, trained
persons who have completed the training of huntelngalth and hygiene referred to in
Annex Ill, Section IV of the Foodstuffs of Animaki@in Hygiene Regulation. The Finnish
Food Safety Authority issues an approval numbestablishments referred to in section
13(2).

The National Supervisory Authority for Welfare addalth maintains a register of shops
selling alcoholic beverages and production andag®sites for alcoholic beverages.

The Regional State Administrative Agency and myaatcontrol authority maintain a
register of the food premises under their confrbe municipal control authority maintains
a register of places of business placing on th&etanaterials and articles intended to
come into contact with food.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority maintains a reggisf places of primary production as
laid down in the Act on the Information System lod Rural Business Administration
(284/2008). Provisions on the responsibility of tbgister keeper are laid down in section 5
of the Act on the Information System of the RurakBiess Administration. Municipalities
use and update the register of places of primasgiymtion to the extent required by the
duties laid down in this Act. Registers of fishmessels and aquaculture establishments are
maintained by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fdrgsas laid down in the Act on
Implementing the Common Fisheries Policy of thedpean Union and by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry and Centres for Economew&opment, Transport and the
Environment as laid down in the Act on the Regt&iraof Fishing and Aquaculture

Vessels Operating at Sea (690/2010).

Based on the notifications referred to in sectidd@) and 45(1), the Finnish Food Safety
Authority maintains a register of matters conneetéd the investigation of food-borne
outbreaks and the monitoring and control of zoosdsethe purpose of steering and
development of the control.

Section 84 4nformation to be entered in the registers

1)

(@)
3)

Identification data on control sites, control measuthat have been planned and
implemented, and other corresponding informati@t &hin accordance with the provisions
laid down in and under this Act and necessary émtrol purposes is entered in the
registers. Identification data comprise the narddy@ss and business identity code of the
operator or, if this is not available, the operatpersonal identity code, and the name and
address of the object of control. In the case pfayed laboratories, the analysis methods
covered by the assessment and the name of thenpeigmonsible for testing are also
entered in the register. The information is remofvech the register no later than three
years after the date on which the operator notifiedcontrol authority of the termination of
its operations.

The Finnish Food Safety Authority publishes adisthe approved laboratories which
shows the information mentioned above.

Otherwise the provisions of the Personal Data B28(1999) and the Act on the Openness
of Government Activities apply to the collectiondastoring of personal data and the use
and disclosure of information entered in a register

Section 85 -Government transfers
(1724/2009)



(1) Unless otherwise provided by law, the Act on Goweent Transfers for Basic Municipal
Services (1704/2009) applies to activities orgahisg municipalities under this Act.

Section 86 -Municipal food regulations

(1) A municipal food control authority may issue geheegulations for preventing a food-
related health hazard and for controlling food-texlehealth conditions necessary for
enforcing this Act which arise from local circumstas and apply to the municipality or a
part of it.

(2) The regulations may concern:

1) handling, selling or conveyance of food at a lgvgblic event;
2) handling, selling or conveyance of food at a madteither outdoor facility.

(3) The municipal control authority may grant an exaapto a food regulation on the grounds
mentioned in the regulation.

(4) A decision on the approval of food regulationsasmnunicated in the manner in which
municipal notifications are normally communicatadhe municipality in question. The
decision is considered to have been communicateshwie notice has been placed on
public view. The entry into force of food regulat®is to be communicated in the same
manner. The regulations must be notified to theiéted State Administrative Agency.
(1495/2009)

Chapter 12 Jransitional provisionsand entry into force

Section 87 Entry into force

(1) This Act enters into force on 1 March 2006. Secfi8(R2)(6-7), section 42 and section 76 of
the Act enter into force as provided by Governnizedree.

(2) This Act repeals the following acts as amended:
1) Food Act (361/1995) of 17 March 1995; and
2) Act on Food Hygiene of Foodstuffs of Animal Oriditi195/1996) of 20 December

1996.

(3) If there are references to the acts mentionedhsesttion 2 elsewhere in the law, the
provisions of this Act, once it has entered intc& apply instead.

(4) Provisions issued by virtue of the acts mentiomesuibsection 2 above remain in force until
they are amended or repealed.

(5) Measures necessary for the implementation of tbisway be undertaken before its entry
into force.

Section 88 Jransitional provisions

(1) Food premises and places of primary production@agat or notified under the Food Act or
the Health Protection Act before the entry intacéof this Act and places of primary
production registered under the Act on Food Hyg@neoodstuffs of Animal Origin may,
except for food premises of fishers and fish fasneontinue their operations without
separate approval or notification. The municipald@ontrol authority shall, within one
year of the entry into force of the Act, inform tplaces of primary production known by
them to be operating in the municipality that tlaeg not required to submit the notification
referred to in section 22.

(2) Food premises approved under the Act on Food Hegiémoodstuffs of Animal Origin
before the entry into force of this Act and foo@ipises of fishers and fish farmers notified
under the Health Protection Act, except for foodmpises referred to in section 13(2)(13),
may, after the entry into force of this Act, coniintheir operations for three years without
separate approval or notification, during whichdithey must submit a new application for



approval to the control authority. The food preraisequestion may continue their
operations during the processing of the application

(3) Notwithstanding section 39(1) of this Act, sampigesn by an authority under the Decree
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry on lahtories carrying out tests on food of
animal origin (957/2002) may be tested before 3ddbeer 2006 in a laboratory approved
under the Decree. Notwithstanding section 39(2hisf Act, own-check samples under the
Decree Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry mengdmnabove may be tested before 31
December 2007 in a laboratory approved under tleed@e Other own-check samples
referred to in section 39(2) of this Act may alsotested in other laboratories before 31
December 2007.

(4) Persons qualified to perform food control uponéhéy into force of this Act are
considered to meet the qualification requiremeotsimilar duties under this Act. Persons
who upon the entry into force of this Act have heen required to have a competence
certificate by virtue of their training or examirats taken must obtain a competence
certificate within one year from the entry intoderof the Act.

(5) Municipalities, the Finnish Food Safety Authoritlge National Product Control Agency for
Welfare and Health, the Finnish Customs, the Stadeincial Offices, the Finnish Defence
Forces and border inspection veterinarians musg hasontrol plan that complies with
section 48 of this Act in place by 1 January 209Tunicipality may start collecting
charges under section 71(1)(2) of this Act aftéwais approved the control plan and the rates
referred to in section 71(1).

Entry into force and application of the latest statutes amending this Act:

1495/2009

(1) This Act enters into force on 1 January 2010.

(2) Measures necessary for the implementation of toisway be undertaken before its entry
into force.

1724/2009

This Act enters into force on 1 January 2010.

Measures necessary for the implementation of thisway be undertaken before its entry into
force.

643/2010

(1) This Act enters into force on 1 September 2010.

(2) An operator who places on the market materialsaaticles intended to come into contact
with food shall make the notification on the pladdusiness and operations practised there
required by this Act to the food control authomtythe municipality in which the place of
business is located within one year from the emifiy force of the Act.

(3) A meat inspection laboratory approved before ttieyento force of this Act is considered
an approved official laboratory for the part ofchinella testing without a separate approval
until the end of 2013. If the approval of a meaipiection laboratory is pending at the
Finnish Food Safety Authority upon the entry imboce of this Act, the application is
considered as the application for approval of afdatory approved for testing official
samples referred to in this Act.

352/2011
(1) This Act enters into force on 1 September 2011.



(2)
3)

(4)

(5)

Measures necessary for the implementation of tbisway be undertaken before its entry
into force.

Food premises approved before the entry into fof¢hkis Act for which no approval is
required under section 13 of this Act are considl@®food premises notified under section
13 (1 or 3) of this Act without a separate notifioa. If the application for approval of such
food premises is pending at the relevant contrti@ity upon the entry into force of this
Act, the application is considered as the notifarateferred to in section 13(1 or 3) of this
Act.

A person who works in food premises referred teaation 13(3) of this Act and who upon
the entry into force of this Act did not need tovddhe competence certificate referred to in
section 27 shall obtain the competence certifieatiein three years from the entry into
force of the Act.

With the permission of the municipal veterinariareat of wild game intended for domestic
consumption may be inspected by the municipal wretgan at a place other than a game
handling establishment, slaughterhouse or reinslaaghterhouse for two years from the
entry into force of this Act if the permission wiasued before the entry into force of this
Act.



